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About 2,000,000 persons perform the Hajj each year, and the rite 


serves as a unifying force in Islam by bringing followers of diverse 
background together in religous celebration (Vol. IV, p.844). 
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Saladin succeeded in turning the military balance of power in his 
favour — more by uniting and disciplining a great number of unruly 
forces than by employing new or improved military techniques 
(16/177). 
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Your article on Japan’s economic success makes it obvious that 
although the U.S. won the war, Japan won the peace (p.2). 
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He likes to call himself a “revert” to Islam. “I haven’t converted to 
Islam but merely reverted to my birthright deen (religion). The 
Prophet said, every child is born a Muslim. 

(Muslim Journal, Chicago. June 21, 1985) 
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In the Prophet of Istam there is. nothing vague and shadowy, 
mythical or mysterious, as, for instance, in Zoroaster and 
Sreekrishna, or even in Buddha and Christ. The very existence of 
those Prophets has been seriously doubted and even totally denied; 
but nobody, as far as I am aware, has ever ventured to reduce the 
Prophet of Islam either into a “Solar myth” or into a “fairy tale” as 
some eminent Savants of Europe have done with Buddha and 
Christ. Oh! what a relief to find, after all, a truly historical Prophet 
to believe in! 
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Fred Hoyle, The /ntellrgent Universe, 
London 1983, pp. 28-30. 
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God grant me the serenity 

_ To accept the things.I cannot change; 
The courage to change the things I can; 
And the wisdom to know the difference. 
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(According to) the widely discussed theory of Henri Pirenne, the 
essential break between the ancient and medieval worlds came with 


the destruction of the unity of the Mediterranean world not by the 
Germanic but the Arab invasions (13/155). 
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The Orient was the fertilizing: Constantinople, the centre of the 
world. In 600 the physiognomy of the world was not different in 
quality from that which it had revealed in 400. The cause of the 
break with the tradition of antiquity was the rapid and unexpected 
advance of Islam. The result of this advance was the final separation 
of East from West, and the end of the Mediterranean unity. 

Dr Henri Pirenne, Muhammad and Charlemagne, 1937. p.2s4 
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In a certain sense, the expansion of Islam was due to chance, if 
we can give this name to the unpredictable consequence of a 
combination of causes. 
Mohanuned and Charlemagne, 9.14 
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My feelings during the disastrous war in the Balkans were at one 
time so overpowering that I must confess I even contemplated 


suicide. 
Mohammad Ali, My Life:. A Fragment, Lahore 1946, p.37. 
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Much has been said of Mahomet’s propagating his religion by the 
sword. The sword indeed; but where will you get your sword. Every 
new opinion, at its starting, is precisely in a minority of one. In one 
man’s head alone, there it dwells as yet. One man alone of the whole 
world believes it: there is one man against all men. That he take a 
sword, and try to propagate with that, will do little for him. 

Thomas Carlyle, The Hero As Prophet, p. 23. 
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convert to Islam. The Arabs even pledged to preserve the Christian 
Churches (6/487-88). 
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There is no evidence of their widespread apostasy to Islam being due 
to persecution or unjust pressure on the part of their new rulers 
(p. 104). | 
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Sir Arthur Keith, A New Theory of Human Evolution, London, Watts & Co. 
1950, p. 303. 
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In the hours of its political degradation, Islam has achieved some of its 
most brilliant spiritual conquests: on two great historical occasions, 
infidel barbarians have set their feet on the necks of the followers of 
the Prophet,—the Saljuq Turks in the eleventh and the Mongols in 
the thirteenth century,—and in each case the conquerors have 
accepted the religion of the conquered (p. 2). 
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The religion of the Muslims had conquered where their arms had 
failed (p. 488). 


eb gee LAV SHE d i LOE 
Sit Lee f 

Maes Keb rIV Lol Ze sou Mer> 
2 Bol ura ize JIMS Goede 
Ys Hira feu ni Bip ih Li ay 
Wi Ker Ss Joris clo Adri ior athe & po 
ey Apres 

Lys G-Be UidasberLstly al Bessie Sil Sig 
Ais pole feop de Bie ip a ooo SLOCHF Glos oF 
eu. PS Soeweren ti torso ue Br 0seire£ 
PM LoidLurrL ( ANS BUG Sere 
ZL piles Le ay leurpwrius f, SSFVSL IG 
_tiwtL (primar) Sts pi Rep LUNAS PLAN ZY 
Si Sb LerLobe. Zen ute nobbyiwi ££ Jb 
Usa pel£Yy ep Lr guinea dL OlP iL ie 
bl bw wl Pye ] LvAldge LS alg 06" - Sy ad l° Tad (ft 
,Le 


eh 


ai 


CLAS MNES, Le Luissb iPS (Wei See paise” 
S ALAN 2 CBS NGI NLA NE ey 
LenS RU eps sey e- be Spel OWS 
Po a Chr Soe rife Vorb 2 Ut Care ah A 
SLE) AGES, Uso Fn Zoi, eles 27 GS 
br zt 2UP luli Udy cubase Jes bouts Sol, 
run soybebr a> SU Lusi ir ¥Stbr SF Soi Loss 
SA SN 1 oA Mon ior Se Le i de =| 
SSG Leto Efi Mei Soll 
Sen i CSE hy yeh se hte Ur sp 
ie oP Lied Wi eb7uel S1 SEF UGS Lae tulle 
pS Luria! Leip i las! ial fa SLI Np 
SIT VEEIO) br aa) Sa) My Fo 730 ol 93 
“bow Subhas! ab boule 
Litho Lo ls tesiplat nur ube E100, 
a bral si he Lite L Ue ssl ea Baler Ue Bal af 
Wow LIG Lhe Blot Lume tunblops LEW 
la 490 KLLN Sab dt £0. bir LZ Ksitesesi Sb 
er Lush 792243) ed vivicupye . Lis 
Si" oWL pS - vs 1G Ory s7| SOULE Y Stn an Sig 
Sp Gh I Lows VI - hy Spats 
Souter tee) Aba apd Ler es SLuirt 


Kee UIA Lat UI PPL IG EY 4 6 Shy ALS 
ro : 


(ipa —"49 sg) U 
(he? WAZ 

[tm beet LO sl pe) OH toe US Slo ELA AL, 
SISO So" eben a Sold, oye 
“i de es LE Sapp I 09 San she, A Aorbice lh 
“AS PBS IBS a pSUW LL So 

0 03. FI) A eS ES Ie POLE PI So 
CNS Az Se Lil ot Oey (sur SUI? 
Solis Uiz-2 OM U* —l ~~ < 6 CNS te ea I 
Cre 4) Or Lun SF spiel 

03 Sl Lil aigcibl Sei tert Sze Sus 09 (S40 9 IH 
(Dr. Crawlord) 39.3 LLL ECA WAZ ple Kore Sus 
SUI AAS Se OWI FA I Se SE LSB ONE 
: BN Se us SaglHetut = 

It may be remarked as a singular co-incidence that the Mohammedan 


religion was extending itself thus in Asia at the very time it was expel- 
led from Europe. 
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1 Prof. Haroon Mustafa Leon England 1822 
2 Mohammad Alexander Russel Webb U.S.A. 1890 
3 Dr Nishikanta Chattopadhya Hyderabad 1904 
4 Lord Headly al-Faroog England 1913 
5 Dr William Burchell B. Pickard England 1922 
6 Sir Abdulla Archibald Hamilton England 1923 
7 Mohammad Leopold Asad Austria 1926 
8 Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall England 1935 
9 Dr Abdul Karim Germanus Hungary 1940 
10 Drali Muhammad Mori Japan 1947 
11 Dr Ali Selman Benoist France 1953 
12 DrR.L. Mellema Holland 1955 
13. Ibrahim Khalil Phillips . Egypt 1960 
14. Prof. A.H.B. Hewett U.S.A. 1966 
15 Umar Bongo (President, Gabon) Gabon 1973 
16 Dr Roger Garoudy France 1982 
17 Moosa Fondi Tanzania 1986 
18 Abdullah Adiar Madras 1987 
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The Mahometan missionaries are very judicious (p. 409). 
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In 1831 it successfully quelled a rising of the Frontier tribesmen roused to 
a holy war (Jihad) by the Muslim fanatic Sayyed Ahmad (15/507). 
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The religion of the Moslims had conquered 
where their arms _ had failed (p. 488). 
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In the hours of its political degradation, Islam has achieved some of 
its most brilliant, spiritual conquests: on two great historical 
occasions, infidel barbarians have set their feet on the necks of the 
followers of the Prophet, — the Saljuq Turks in the eleventh and the 


Mongols in the thirteenth century,—and in each case the conquerors 
have accepted the religion of the conquered (p.2). 
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Turkish Osman, who is regarded as the founder of the empire that 
spanned six centuries and came to an end only in 1922. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 13, p.771. 
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Anglo-Saxon gold coin imitating an Arab dinar of the year 774. 
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— the Canon of medicine, which is among the most 
famous books in the history of medicine (1/681). 
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Al-Idrisi was a close friend and adviser to Roger II, the Norman king 

of Sicily, at whose court he served as official geographer. Roger II 


invited Al-Idrisi to Sicily to make a map of the world for him 
(9/198). 
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Our use of the phrasc ‘the Dark Ages’ to cover the period, from 600 to 
1000 marks our undue concentration on Western Europe. In China, 
this period includes the time of the Tang dynasty, the greatest age of 
Chinese poetry, and in many other ways a most remarkable epoch. 
From India to Spain, the brilliant civilization of Islam flourished. 
What was lost to Christendom at this time was not lost to civilization, 
but quite the contrary. 

Bertrand Russell, A History of Western Philosophy, p. 395 
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Al-Qanun became a classic and was used at many medical 
schools, at Montpellier, France, as late as 1650. (11/828). 
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The greatest contribution of Arabian medicine was in Chemistry and 
in the knowledge and preparation of medicines; many drugs now in 
use are of Arab origin, as also are such processes as distillation and 
sublimation. Often the chemistry of that time was mainly a search for 
the philosopher’s stone, which supposedly would turn all common 
metals to gold. Astronomers were astrologers and chemists were 
alchemists. It is, therefore, surprising that, despite all this, the physi- 
cians of the Muslim empire did make a noteworthy contribution to 
medical progress (11/828). 
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The debt of our science to that of the Arabs does not consist in startling 
discoveries of revolutionary theories; science owes a great deal more to 
Arab culture, it owes its existence. The ancient world was, as we saw, 
pre-scientific. The Astronomy and Mathematics of the Greeks were a 
foreign importation never thoroughly acclimatized in Greek culture. The 
Greeks systematized, generalized, and theorized, but the patient ways of 
investigation, the accumulation of positive knowledge, the minute method 
of science, detailed and prolonged observation and experimental inquiry 
were altogether alien to the Greek temperament. Only in Hellenistic 
Alexandria was any approach to scientific work conducted in the ancient 
classical world. What we call science arose in Europe as a result of a new 
spirit of inquiry, of new methods of investigation, of the method of experi- 
ment, observation, measurement, of the development of Mathematics in a 
form unknown to the Greeks. That spirit and those methods were intro- 


duced into the European world by the Arabs. 
Briffault, Making of Humanity, p. 190 
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For the ancient man, Nature was not just a treasure-trove of natural 
resources, but a goddess, Mother Earth. And the vegetation that 
sprang from the earth, the animals that roamed the earth’s surface, 
and the minerals hiding in the earth’s bowels, all partook of nature’s 


divinity, so did all natural phenomenon — springs and rivers and the 
sea; mountains, earthquakes and lightening and thunder. 
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Its advent changed the course of human history. 
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Millions of lives and an enormous amount of treasure were 
sacrificed in these enterprises. And when all was done, 
Jerusalem remained in the possession of the “‘infidels’’. 

Pears Cyclopaedia, (1953-1954), p. 539 
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What do we want to know about electricity? Only how to make it work 


for us. To want to know more is to plunge into useless metaphysics. 
The Impact of Science on Society, p. 93 
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To modern educated people, it seems obvious that matters of fact are 
to be ascertained by observation, not by consulting ancient autho- 
rities. But this is an entirely modern conception, which hardly existed 
before the seventeenth century. Aristotle maintained that women 
have fewer teeth than men; although he was twice married, it never 
occurred to him to verify this statement by examining his wives’ 
mouths. 

B. Russell, The Impact of Science on Society p. 17 
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The universe is astonishingly uniform. No matter which way we look, 
the universe has the same constituents in the same proportions. The 
laws of physics discovered on earth contain arbitrary numbers, like the 
ratio of the mass of an electron to the mass of a proton, which is 
roughly 1840 to one. But these turn out to be the same in all places at 
all times. Why? Did a creator arbitrarily choose these numbers? Or 
must these numbers have the particular uniform value we observe for 
the Universe to exist?”’ 

Sunday Times (London) December 4, 1977 
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The simplicity of Islamic creed was probably a more potent 


factor in the spread of Islam than the sword of Ghazis. 
Introduction of George Sale’s translation of the Quran p. VII 


. Z 

irs bt pe SUI e Utah bo eur Sale Spl 

. as o ‘ ¢ 
ep 64-2 eo WELL nwa Lablar Gout 
while LUtenO PPE Uris Ar LA O75 
Uw bly 

ell bs prprcnlelicx Ur, Se-2035 PUM Uw 

Ur" Pa Came LET LID eulolia Uszelves Utils beer 


FALSE. elitr Sie ies Se lh SOL 


Pos PU eth eto sLustie CEL Ur SU seta ssl ) aid 
WI - hank eolysu3 Lor GES br SUS ss L 26) eas 
ba feel lV S703 feos eli riiecnlZ 

Ss 4 Waa SSIS ae fe echal 9 ph Ase se Ca 
MWS Ut Ly Peeler Laila yd 
9/9 bl9 6 Ur Lhisusl LU" is Ce LAWS Udy 

ilbeyeh elitr et bli bl peielje Lidl ae 
YEG 2AM bs pens 

Cx bd rele eel Zeer LI ae ey ple ws ULL Si a 
| eit len Wye Liles IL phe esl wp 
Livi Ne 03 Ny oes spSi aboss erty Ue uy, bly 
624 U. (Contact) bi 

AEST EINES SOS GE Salis Salting 
Unt Selsey 3h J x4) Unsere ve Ars 
et bor Sor 

OD (" 

WI EGY Lous Cog oP Ay <—Utul Ly ies Sui 
ett Uy MUI s 20 Tex AO Espa! 7 Ur Muy 3 
-e-U by; HrevitEstTerydbvid 

S62 Sl SSG Hy BUI 20 
Lib Vopslg BE (Pharoah) JF os pt¥oLes Lob Lule BS 
eV 4 Views retool oe Lil Gufs Sry uly 


is if 09 Ls LS cv fey 29153! PUL roi L£ ty 
; rir 


BVO 4 Od 09 Lc 7, prolers l PAIL Seopa 
Lose SU BE OH uy 4 ON, Phd ec SEF 4ecly 
atu (Hyksos kings) ost elazsorKerreSu fyoiusur wb 
whossiteSar tos SLM ASG hE 6 bol, 
wibWurblelz- eshte tinue iopr£er 
hs Gye Lyte (Le tas Uri fLe FE ad JL4\729 
Lopate ddlbyalie, Cophaletsdersee 
Sx bicase Solus rt LS eas Mo tia aul OH L396) cole 
At| LI (Pharoah) SH dee dune Lure Mb y ry 

we, 

cep KL é‘ ht a Her fu Vise Lwikt Sinz Ly aw"| 
Se a ears > ais Us, Son bol sre LU9 AU Yo9 OY = 2713! 
Wolis| 04 Loy Soft whi pe Lovo eur? 

wi GN ez bo SLIOL Eide WE Seg 
eu GF SE tar A Lr VY SEL ILL Ae 
Sle Seot Iago ga? SLL Gl Lott 
Zby per U3 LEH 03 Sia 

Holi S bi Loy 2 utN3 er’, Ki Lui be-weiak 
rod omilvg int SEGAL AES Hopes! ehh 
Wri bs ter Loli at oop Lacey eee etlopolurl 
Wiser sale Ney LAN 3bU Pir lure 
ALIS 2 horde lsfoleol ar4 Lo a bae tS 


Arroles lyr iL Srey o7s3\ Wi~s90Gs1 Yor bi Ley ye 
ri 


Fame Sef LNW basges Sete LFS Sep 
Tn su ly- UV C4 nL Aged KU ILM dus) = 4 
AL Wil bs, PAA L_xusf. 4 28 f, Pade Libs Ceres utr 
-e bx jas ew) 09S 79 oi; Wis 

SUS 

LM tnmetolie or GE Lolos- eI Gr Ady 
Pe Patol LoreLal oreo ALi Ui bhu kL vAW£ 
Cre (UI (Islam Versus The West) Uk wl (Weic-t od Se wel Sol 
PL xd fr. duos 

Buber Mell tricone or iL yp l ap Gats 
ccurtiol brut Cir. Efe riee Portege E er Zp dben 
Pte Cpe S708 tbh BNL Sef HGS Pte Voi i; 
-Orerger LG lary LP, BEL Kas) Peo if 2s LE# £ 
ng LAK ie phe Sensis Mb ed, Se pe pon vid by 2h 
a0] 

uf Ae SON BOL U3 Lb Hi cf wiSalr Lip til few 
AifibphibSiir2 Lusi tbupron eit 
bb apecrih EAS WIE Pre Pot Lip be Willy tus 
PEE WEI eC Wes iisxe Bt 5 Won so Ce 
Ober e oss 

fess Lu P| he Ci Pu é 1; Li — fe a a Sc ORO, Ns 
IH ypbuprle Geir cu Sogirin Vinh py BS By 
Sos tiene 0 Box SSK Ym—ane Us 4 CALS, Palos loys ‘a 
LUE PSE hscavyy ry a bie Ef) mr wid DI 
(Pel Gee Syren byiLrebipow 
rid 


a LLfigadu gd inte ustic ple Ko 
NE prec Webs biti eeg Be EEISP5 Mic, Ov 
Ge Ler yer iS wt OG fh Se tcti bua 
here bos (SPaypPIS raf (er be ri Beh £ o) 
Cai tbe pele, OT ACIS Sieger Whi yaSoprIwew 
Jay Ser id Leese ttt ey PovsU'l wpe VL Us 09SG- of, 
woe Luter Adige 
lol ow tae 
Lr IAt GGL i Le Ge BL Libiergy 
dS Zu) Un toe ore 
Universal in content a rational in thought 
we PE LU 999 sLutpere £3 Wleelu' Shr fi 
LAr” | Lusso, Cad 7) nth l92 Fagin -W% a; LG bd | Lr ] 
are PEA 
Clay's Loz e $F WET LE OLE C17 
(5) Us| SLU. Ski FALL UI Lat Seb 
Ut mer 8 Lie cg 23a SOV Se ZL aN GoA Ee del 
VERS OU OLA 
Noss LI OA ldo eo St th 98S 3h 
GA rer wots Lui foz-23Vob Las 
SME IO ele 4 MIA Le SE IE OLS Ses KU 
wet ral PUbasls127. PS basal olrb ete bs SPs tual 
Peis ees AS, ca gi pt Sel fo oN Fai, Boe 
-oF sl aa Ug riz — fa 


ofr fos ttc, 09 2394 PSO eK Medi bls 
ae Pp 2s eb Siteiluns Sin LI te iog le Le 
1 Lr be PWIA LpWB LES g FEMUR Lo. Levelt 
Puts Loa FOP Pues. fo Praise op 
uly 

nN BLS ee LI, PM pte Serer a 
A os bi ane ¥, LN tesSUFMO¥s3 We ws Jf Saby 
4 fed ent 


Ki< 


AW 99 (oe | 


wyded UI. : pire GS in 1974 ) aie 
wile ( Ly Livke e919 Llls Lr fe we > Ae os 
Sit (1900 JW) epithe intial dpi Aut ytb- Fuze ~ 
 CUYFE SWI 3 ols lt VOL Yo 

bread babs 

/b32 UES Mae Lara GENE Lb S00 fA Se el VO" 
LF Sps2ah Ly ALLIED Lise SeSlrgosul-U% 
pare Lyf iol ore Seno fn /- A Pudlie 
eo etKgy ty! Le sl. Mg Cx Lid Gus! Awd 
(JAPAN: Number One) Leo L 

Sor Glew ps ee Say 198 Ue Opes shi ooze 
Ls Sebo KO ¥ Ae wht lez Mb Lbs"! “tnd b, 
Wo be Lin sor ao tou lo SK, ea ofp Tae) wid7ur 
Wiugeti it uA Leven FAs Lodi Loiiss- Zl 
MMi egr tuk Oe We Labieogy Ur Koo 
_ tbo 


: PaaS ed e lau’ it3 SAY ln AIDE Csf 
hia 


MO SN dt WeiwLewhL oI 
2 AiL NW - LG £ 
yl Steve Wi isle write 
AN GI eA 
hprtesbetttaLot 
Sete I IOS LI 
PKG rule Ce isry 
EBy Pte Se LAY 

et" Sno boys 


Ley rte dis > 9h Lis ple peti hI 
—0sg ery Ceblro) amidae 
Su) lena! Serle slg dle 

oN th iad NST ne 

‘lad RIL Jb 

SSS 3 ELL tl aad, 
- jeeyl AN iad 


(1g Aevl) 


cad VIG 03 - 2 Vore (Sipe Loeuitely re i'l 


‘gL pa. ead gee 


Leet le ile Se see feales 


Pry ee ree ed 
Lr Sb opt —“- Ue cpr Png spl. SIL 
PE cee Pek Taw opr ebb og Ot rit 
6G MNIGI GE Seber ie Ir K 2 SAE. oe 
a HbA gele Lytle ety pk he Se 


7 Ol or + — VBbos 


Vit WA SE A LEVIS» 2 Seb JOE 
ele te PEGs galecah. hes nix. pi tev Hein 
Seed Lu osc le» ce iz 
Jle-d Gils» 


COON rea 


a2 Et Lie- Se P dt isiht (fin 


(1. a tghlrednl ee OLY 


rig 


eon a , Se ; tsa i. Wot 
Kenind Abr Moet M1 Loubeud um Gosia bef 
s Best FE el Syl KOZ FUIGE IS? 
oat Komal Seng te LOL ia cL fie prt, 
SB bated” VA ASA as) We L (Superstitions) obit 
- ad e ae 
eel iil eee SLOT 
BPrblcap pk ag Sin LAE re ph Klas g SE Up Lute 
g ° ~ ° o* ja e e 
ZA So hat y S SELEY EHS N03 LPI Yo 
A S 4 = ° 7 ; . 3° 
orden Moe Los AIS PSA rt I MOMS Tb 
- ri - 4 4 aad M * 
GA 2 bed xsAw7 a Tl SPIE Ls 09 bs 
ai ” A ry. - ef o/ of 
oe Seba Se SUA PRA 4" Gut : Sy) 5 basi 
L903 ‘ ew Say ivve ute. wer sf 
eto ee 
For although there is not a single aspect of European growth in which 
the decisive influence of Islamic culture is not traceable, nowhere is it 
so clear and momentous as in the genesis of that power which consti- 
tutes the permanent distinctive force of the modern world, and the 
supreme source of its victory—natural science and the scientific spirit. 
The debt of our science to that of the Arabs does not consist in startl- 


ing discoveries of revolutionary theories; science owes a great deal 


more to Arab culture, it owes its existence. 
Briffault, Making of Humanity, p. 190 
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A widespread phenomenon in religions is the identification of natural 
forces and objects as divinities. It is convenient to classify them as 
celestial, atmospheric, and earthly. This classification itself is expli- 
citly recognized in Indo-Aryan religion: Surya, the sun god, is celes- 
tial; Indra, associated with storms, rain, and battles, is atmospheric; 
and Agni, the fire god, operates primarily at the earthly level (14/- 
785). 
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Islamic culture is the most relevant to European science. There was 
active cultural contact between Arabic-speaking lands and Latin 
Europe. Conquests by the Prophet's followers began in the 7th 
century, and, by the 10th, Arabic was the literate language of nations 
stretching from Persia to Spain. Arabic conquerors generally brought 
peace and prosperity to the countries they settled (16/368). 
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The 12th century saw a heroic program of translation of works from 
Arabic to Latin. It is significant that the earliest medical school in 
Europe was at Salerno and that it was later rivalled by Montpellier, 
also close to Arabic and Jewish sources (16/368). 


ere 


24 “ P ae ot . ° Lb e 
saa HS Es\pu fo-ety LK eu UM 214 
td a ec e e a4 V4 Pd na e tad 7 
Cun le b  US I dh 7p Wed Zi 
be (w . “ aa ale 
pot Fh, on US Ut IM 9h UUs? - ESN IFLYI Sod 
face sree als tbe balk wld de Mie £7. "| ida 
: Ly C7, "4 
The surgical part (of Al-Zahrawi) was translated into Latin by Gerard 
of Cremona and various editions were published at Venice in 1497, at 
Basel in 1541 and at Oxford in 1778. It held its place for centuries as 


the manual of surgery in Salerno, Montpellier and other early schools 


of medicine. 
P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, 1979, p. 577 
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The most brilliant geographical author and cartographer of the twelfth 
century, indeed of all medieval time, was al-Idrisi, a descendant of a 


royal Spanish Arab family who got his education in Spain. 
P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, 1979, p. 568 
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Al-Idrisi constructed a world map in AD 1154 for the Christian king 


Roger of Sicily, showing better information on Asian areas than had 
been available theretofore (11/472). 
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Vasco da Gama’s Arab pilot, Ahmad ibn Majid (7/862). 
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The Sultan of Mozambique supplied Vasco da Gama two (Muslim) 
pilots, one of whom deserted when he discovered that the Portuguese 
were Christians (7/861). 
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An exceptional work of major importance is a compendium of 
theoritical and practical navigation by Ahmad ibn Majid of Najdi 
ancestry, who, it is claimed, in 1498 piloted Vasco da Gama from 
Africa to India. 

P.K. Hitti, a of the Arabs, 1979, p. 689 
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They (Arab) kept alive the ancient doctrine of the sphericity of the 
earth, without which the discovery of the New World would not have 
been possible. An exponent of this doctrine was Abu Ubaydah 
Muslim al-Balansi (of Valencia), who flourished in the first half of 
the tenth century. They perpetuated the Hindu idea that the known 
hemisphere of the world had a centre or “world cupola” or “summit” 
situated at an equal distance from the four cardinal points. This arin 
theory found its way into a Latin work published in 1410. From this 
Columbus acquired the doctrine which made him believe that the 
earth was shaped in the form of a pear and that on the western 
hemisphere opposite the arin was a corresponding elevated centre. 

Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, The Macmillan Press Ltd., London, i979, p. 570. 
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Untill recently, the history of science was a story of success. The 
triumphs of science represented a cumulative process of increasing 
knowledge and a sequence of victories over ignorance and super- 
stition; and from science flowed a stream of inventions for the 
improvement of human life. The recent realization of deep moral 
problems within science, of external forces and constraints on its 
development, and of dangers in uncontrolled technological change has 
challenged historians to a critical reassessment of this earlier simple 
faith (16/366). 
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The inner failure has made my men- 
tal life a perpetual battle (p. 727). 
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His use of observation, experiment and mathe- 
matics helped lay foundation of modern science. 
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As is natural when one is trying to ignore a profound cause of un- 
happiness, I found impersonal reasons for gloom. I had been very full 
of personal misery in the early years of the century, but at that time | 
had a more or less Platonic philosophy which enabled me to see 
beauty in the extra-human universe. Mathematics and the stars 
consoled me when the human world seemed empty of comfort. But 
changes in my philosophy have robbed me of such consolations. Solip- 
sism oppressed me, particularly after studying such interpretations of 
physics as that of Eddington. It seemed that what we had thought of as 
laws of nature were only linguistic conventions, and that physics was 
not really concerned with an external world. I do not mean that I quite 
believed thjs, but that it became a haunting nightmare, increasingly 


invading my imagination. 
Bertrand Russell, Autobivgraphy, Unwin Paperbacks, London, 1978, pp. 392-93 
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Man is an ethical animal in a universe which contains no ethical 
element. 
Joseph Wood Krutch,7he Modern Temper, New York, 1929, p. 16 
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The important is unknowable, and the knowable is unimportant. 
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(Western philosophers) confess frankly that the human intellect is 
tunable to find conclusive answers to many questions of profound 
importance to mankind, but they refuse to believe that there is some 


‘higher’ way of knowledge, by which we can discover truths hidden 


from science and the intellect. 
Bertrand Russell, A History of Western Philosophy, 1979, p. 789 
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The utilitarian hypothesis, which is the theory of natural selection 
applied to mind, seems inadequate to account for the development of 
the moral sense. Such being the difficulties with which virtue (or the 
moral sense) has had to struggle, with so many exceptions to its 
practice, with so many instances in which it brought ruin or death to its 
too ardent devotee, how can we believe that considerations of utility 
could ever invest it with the mysterious sanctity of the highest virtue — 
could ever induce men to value truth for its own sake, and practice it 


regardless of consequences. 
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If the Earth is to emerge as a place of added consequence, with man of 
some relevance in the cosmic scheme, we shall need to dispense en- 
tirely with the philosophy of opportunism. While it would be no ad- 
vantage I believe to return to older religious concepts, we shall need 
to understand why it is that the mysterious sanctity described by Wal- 
lace persists within us, beckoning us to the Elysian fields, if only we 


will follow. 
Fred Hoyle, The Intelligent Universe, Michael Joseph, London, 1983, p. 251 
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Banning of the Koran would amount of abolition of the Muslim 
religion itself, as it could not exist without the Koran. Such action is 
unthinkable. Further, it would take away the secularity of India 
and violate Article 25 of the constitution which guarantees all people 
freedom of conscience and right to profess, practise and to propagate 


religion. 
The Times of India (New Delhi) May 18, 1985 
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low they have fallen today. The people who ruled half the world as a 
minority are afraid of being a minority in India (p. 8). 
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gift to humanity (p. 8). 
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